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attitude may be built by a knowledge and understanding of
people of different races and socio-economic status. One
twelve-year-old girl who was invited to have dinner with a
Chinese student in this country said afterward, "I always
thought Chinese were horrid but Miss H	is lovely."
Can Attitudes Be Taught? — The few investigations
prompted by the question, "Can attitudes be taught?1' have
yielded inconclusive results. Lichtenstein,41 in addition to
reviewing the literature, reported an original research in
grades four to six. Two attitudes were involved in his in-
vestigation— appreciation of outdoors and the so-called
scientific attitude as manifested in responsibility for sus-
pended judgment and willingness to change one's judgment
on the basis of evidence. Although superstitions were sig-
nificantly reduced by the experimental procedure, social atti-
tudes, scientific attitudes, and preference for movies over
out of doors were not affected by the instruction. All that
can be said is that under certain conditions certain attitudes
can be changed. Motion pictures appear to be a particularly
successful means of changing certain attitudes both in the
direction of more desirable standards and in the direction
of less rigid standards. The Birth of a Nation^ for example*
was found to improve children's attitudes toward the Negro.
Some of the changes in attitude persisted for ten weeks or
longer, before they were replaced by old ways of thinking
and feeling.42
The radio is another potentially powerful influence.
There has been too much general criticism of children's
radio programs, rather than specific constructive criticism.
More praise should be bestowed on the good programs. It
should be recognized likewise that to improve tastes is not
easy and must be attempted gradually.
If attitudes are an important dynamic factor in behavior,
schools should develop this phase of education. They should
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